








 

 

Auxiliary Bishop Robert F. Christian, O.P. 
December 2, 1948 - July 11, 2019 

 
Our St. Pius Parish family joins the Archdiocese of San Francisco, St. Patrick's Seminary, the 
Dominican O.P. community, and the Christian family in mourning the loss of our beloved 
Auxiliary Bishop Robert F. Christian. Eternal rest grant unto him, O Lord, and let perpetual 
light shine upon him. May his soul, and the souls of all the faithful departed, through the 
mercy of God, rest in peace.  
 

Bishop Robert Christian, 18th Auxiliary Bishop of San Francisco, and President-Rector of 
St. Patrick’s Seminary & University, passed away in his sleep on July 11, 2019, at his residence at the seminary in 
Menlo Park. He was 70 years of age. 
 

Bishop Robert is survived by his five brothers: Joseph, James (Mary), Michael (Mary), John (Mary), Thomas 
(Peggy) and his sister, Mary Gloria Christian. Also survived by dozens of cousins from the Waal, Sweeney, 
Carlsmith and Peggs families, and many nieces, nephews, grand nieces and grand nephews, all of whom he loved 
very much. 
 

Visitation  
Monday, July 22, 2019 after 5:00 pm  

St. Dominic Church, 2390 Bush St., San Francisco  
followed by  a Vigil Service at 7:00 pm. 

 

Funeral Mass  
Tuesday, July 23, 2019  �€  10:00 am  

Cathedral of St. Mary of the Assumption 
1111 Gough St., San Francisco. 

 

Committal is Wednesday, July 24, 2019 at St. Dominic Cemetery, Benicia. 
 

In lieu of flowers, donations in Bishop Christian's memory may be sent to: 
 

• Western Dominican Province, 5877 Birch Court, Oakland, CA 94618 
• Order of Malta Clinic of Northern California, 2121 Harrison St., Suite 120, Oakland, CA 94612 
• St. Patrick's Seminary, 320 Middlefield Road, Menlo Park, CA 94025  
• Your favorite charity 
 

Sunday, August 26, 2018. 
We welcomed Bishop Christian as he celebrated the  

65th Anniversary of St. Pius School and St. Pius X Feast Day Mass. 



 

 

other events  

faith formation  

 
 

A Catholic Marriage Conference that Inspires Spouses and Empowers Parents 
 

Saturday, August 3, 2019 | 9:00 am to 4:00 pm 
Church of the Immaculate Heart of Mary, Belmont 

 

Together in Holiness is a marriage conference series for dioceses inspiring spouses to grow together in holiness 
and empowering parents to form their children in the Catholic faith. 
 

• Powerful presentations from national and local speakers 
• Quiet time together, Mass, Reconciliation, Eucharistic Adoration 
• Practical ideas and insights for spouses and parents 

 

A great event for any married or engaged couple but especially designed with younger couples in mind. 
 

$59/couple or $35/individual. Scholarships are available. 
On-site childcare is available (2-12 yrs.) 

 

For more information, please visit togetherinholiness.org or email conference coordinator  
Susie Lopez at susie@forlifeandfamily.org or (832) 779-1070. 

Keeping Kids Catholic: Faith Formation Day 
 

Saturday, August 24, 2019 ● 9:00 am - 4:00 pm 
 

St. Denis Church 
2250 Avy Ave., Menlo Park 

 

The Parish Catechetical Leaders and Master Catechists of Deanery 11 
(Southern SM County) are pleased to present a one day seminar for parents 
& catechists. These sessions offer credit for certification & re-certification 

for Basic & Master Catechetical Certificates. 
 

All participants attend the morning sessions and choose from four workshop 
choices in the two afternoon sessions. 

 

For more information, please visit  
https://stdenisparish.org/news/faith-formation-day-keeping-kids-catholic 

 

Please RSVP to Lucy Soltau at lsoltau@stdenisparish.org by August 1st. 

 



 

 

stewardship  

Summer is here and many people will spend time  
enjoying vacations.  

Whether you’re planning to visit the beach or camp in the 
mountains, don’t forget about St. Pius Church! The church 

does not take a vacation and St. Pius needs your continued support. 
 

The best way to maintain your financial support is to set up a recurring gift. 
It’s fast, easy, and convenient. Once you sign up, you’ll never need to think 

about it again, and it really helps us stay on track financially.  
A link to our online giving site can be found on our website  pius.org.  

Click on "Online Giving". 
 

Thank you for your generosity. 

The Women’s Catholic Scripture Study of San Mateo County  
 

St. Mark Catholic Church 
325 Marine View Ave., Belmont 

 

Thursdays, September 12, 2019 to May 7, 2020 
9:45 am - 12:00 pm 

 

The Women’s Catholic Scripture Study of San Mateo County invites you to join us for our 2019-20 study,  
"The Gospel According to John: An Encounter with Grace and Truth". This 25-lesson Catholic Bible study 
from Turning to God’s Word focuses on grace and truth brought together in Jesus Christ as described by  
the Evangelist John. The biblical text emphasizes the institution of the sacraments of the Church as the  

means by which Christians are purified and made holy.  
 

For more information, please visit our website www.cssbelmont.com. 
 

To receive an application to join us, please contact Diane Masetti at diane@cssbelmont.com or (650) 593-3681.  

other events  

Sunday Collections  

July 1, 2019 - June 30, 2020 (annual goal)     $550,000.00 
July 1, 2019 - July 14, 2019 (goal to date)     $  21,960.80 
July 1, 2019 - July 14, 2019 (actual received)*    $  17,055.00 
 

Sunday Collection - July 14, 2019        
Collection for our Parish         $    8,265.00 
 

*includes electronic contributions to June 30, 2019 
 

2019 Archdiocesan Annual Appeal Campaign    $129,473.15 
2019 Archdiocesan Annual Appeal (received)    $  71,638.00 
             (55% of our goal) 



 

 

youth and young adults  

Reconnect and grow with your faith this summer 
 

Make Mass 
Even though we are on summer vacation, there is no vacation from Mass.  Attending churches in new places and 
participating in different parish customs can freshen our own outlook. 
 

Pray Outside 
One of the biggest challenges in maintaining a healthy prayer life is indoor distractions such as the television, 
computers, video games, and household tasks. Summer weather gives us an opportunity to step outside and away 
from many of the things that disrupt our relationship with God. This 
summer, spend time outside praying, reading Scripture, and being  
attentive to God's voice. 
 

Build a Mary garden 
Prayer gardens allow a person time in solitude to contemplate, pray, and 
meditate by reflecting on the sacred space that can include specific flowers, 
statues, or grottos.  Mary gardens include flowers named after Our Lady, such as roses, lilies, marigolds, Our 
Lady’s Tears, among other countless varieties.  If you have the space in your yard, carve out some time in the 
summer to make this a family endeavor of transforming a space into one that is dedicated to Mary.  When 
complete, pray a family rosary together and encourage everyone to spend time praying outside. 
 
Donate to an Organization Serving the Hungry 
Feeding was an important part of Jesus' ministry, and he made clear to his followers that their responsibility to 
feed the hungry was non-negotiable. (See Matthew 25:31–40.) This summer, consider organizing a food drive or 
simply make a cash donation. Because food banks can purchase food in bulk at a discount, cash donations go 
further than donations of non-perishable foods. 

St. Pius Youth Ministry 
 

NorCal Jam 2019 
ON FiRE 10th Anniversary: One Church ONFiRE 

 

For Catholic High School Youth & Young Adults in their 20's & 30's. 
 

Saturday, September 14, 2019   
Six Flags Discovery Kingdom in Vallejo 

 

 
Please reach out to Fr. Kyle at frkyle@pius.org as soon 
as possible so we can organize bus transportation! 
 
For more information and to purchase tickets, 
visit onfirenorcal.com. 

 

 

 
 

 



 

 

                    community life  

Priesthood Discernment - Summer Schedule 
 

Meetings for men who are interested in discovering more about the priesthood. The program  
starts with Eucharistic Adoration in the church, followed by dinner and discussion in the rectory.  
 

• Mondays, August 5 and September 2: 5:45 - 8:30 pm  
      St. Pius Church, 1100 Woodside Rd., Redwood City  
 For information or to RSVP, please contact Fr. Tom Martin at martin.thomas@sfarch.org 
 

• Thursdays, August 8 and September 5: 5:45 - 8:30 pm  
 Star of the Sea Church, 4420 Geary Blvd.., San Francisco.  
 For information or to RSVP, please contact Fr. Cameron Faller at faller.cameron@sfarch.org     
          

Discernment is not a solitary endeavor. 
 

 

 St. Pius Senior Friendship 
 

 

 
 

We meet every Friday at 10:00 am in the  
Senior Room in Homer Crouse Hall for a  

meeting and lunch.  
 

 
July 26  Meeting & lunch at Adele's 

 

 
All parishioners 55 & over are invited to  

become members of the St. Pius Senior Group. 
 
 

vocations 

Please Note………. 
 

Sunday morning Coffee & Donuts will be taking a 

vacation during the summer months and  

will return after Labor Day. 

Great Italian Festival 
 

Join ICF on a bus trip to the Great Italian Festival  
in Reno, Nevada! 

 
Friday, October 11 - Sunday, October 13, 2019 

 
Experience the sights, sounds and flavors of Italy in 

downtown Reno as it transforms into Little Italy with 
free live entertainment, a sauce cooking contest and  

of course, pasta - lots of pasta.  
 

The fun-filled weekend also features craft vendors, 
lots of delicious food vendors, grape stomp and  

other activities. 
 

For more information and to sign up, please contact 
Jean Tomatis at (650) 368-5486. 

 
 
 
 



 

 

faith formation  
Exploring Your Spiritual Gifts 

 
The twenty gifts below are those listed within the Pauline epistles to Rome, 
Ephesus, and Corinth (Romans 12, Ephesians 4, 1 Corinthians 12–13), and 
recognized by the first-century church. While all of life is a gift from God, these 
twenty gifts are lifted up within Scripture as the gifts of the Spirit, given 
specifically for the upbuilding of the body of Christ.  
 

Consider what your spiritual gifts may be and how they can be used at St. Pius 
Church; Explore your gift of Evangelization as a liturgical minister such as 
Lector, Extraordinary Minister of Holy Communion, Altar Server, Greeter 

(please contact Cathy Yee at cathy@pius.org); Are you Compassionate? Become a volunteer in one of our service 
groups such as the St. Vincent de Paul Society or Faith In Action; Become part of Grief Ministry to help Heal 
others; use your Leadership gifts to assist the St. Pius Men's Club, join the steering committee to re-organize the 
St. Pius Women's Club or help lead the St. Pius Festival. 
 

Administration - The gift of administration allows a person to organize people and resources for greater 
efficiency, effectiveness, and success.     

Apostleship - The gift of apostleship compels people to reach out to new and unfamiliar groups and individuals 
to invite them into relationship with god and community.    
 

Compassion - The gift of compassion moves people to action on behalf of those in need.     

Discernment - Discernment is a gift of deep intuition and insight.    
 

Evangelism - The gift of evangelism is the gift of faith-sharing and proclaiming the gospel of Jesus Christ to 
those we meet.    
 

Exhortation - The gift of exhortation is manifest in people who offer encouragement, wise counsel, unflagging 
support, and empowerment.    
 

Faith - The gift of faith is more than belief in Jesus Christ, but an abiding foundation of confidence that god 
works all things together for good, and that they people of god can rise above any obstacle.    
 

Giving - The gift of giving is the deep commitment to provide whatever resources are needed to support god’s 
will and plan.    
 

Healing - The gift of healing is not about transferring spiritual power to eliminate suffering and disease, but the 
ability to channel god’s grace and healing love to those who suffer physical, emotional, or spiritual pain.    
 

Helping - Helping is a gift of support and behind-the-scenes effort that make groups, families, and congregations 
more effective.    
 

Interpretation of tongues - Those who are gifted to interpret tongues help build bridges across cultural, 
generational, and language divides.    
 

Knowledge - The gift of knowledge allows people to automatically convert facts, data, and information into useful 
and important knowledge.    
 

Leadership - The gift of leadership is a visionary, and forward-looking gift that enables people to stay focused on 
where god might be leading us as individuals, congregations, and communities at any given time.    
 

Miracles - Those gifted with miracles never doubt the power and presence of god in creation and are able to help 
others see and believe in god’s power.    
 

Prophecy - The gift of prophecy is the ability to speak god’s word to others, or more appropriately to be open for 
god to speak god’s word through us.    
 

Servanthood - Servanthood is the gift of doing for others, sometimes to the exclusion of meeting personal needs.    
 

Shepherding - The gift of shepherding is the gift of mentoring and providing spiritual guidance to others to help 
them develop in the discipleship and faith formation.    
 

Teaching - The gift of teaching allows people to transform data and information into life changing knowledge.    
 

Tongues - The gift of tongues is a communication gift that allows people to speak foreign languages and convey 
concepts they never formally studied. 
 

Wisdom - The gift of wisdom allows people to understand deeper meaning and apply knowledge, beliefs, and 
experience to everyday situations.    


